
EXPLORING social problems

Violent Crime Victimization
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Figure 13.1   �Victimization rate per 1,000 persons aged  
12 or older, by gender, 2013

SOURCE: Adapted from Truman and Langton 2014.
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Figure 13.2   �Victimization rate per 1,000 persons aged 
12 or older, by race/ethnicity, 2013

SOURCE: Adapted from Truman and Langton 2014.

NOTE: *Excludes persons of Hispanic Origin

WHAT DO YOU THINK?
Figure 13.1 to 13.3 present the rate of 
victimization for violent crimes per 1,000 
persons age 12 or older by gender, race/
ethnicity, and age. The discussion in the 
previous section reviews data trends 
presented in these figures.

From a sociological perspective, explain 
why some groups are more likely to be victims 
of violent crime than others. For example, what 
makes the 12- to 17-year-old age group more 
than twice as likely to experience violent crime 
than the group of 35- to 49-year-olds?
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Figure 13.3   �Victimization rate per 1,000 persons aged 12  
or older, by age, 2013

SOURCE: Adapted from Truman and Langton 2014.

Since 1973, Blacks have had the highest violent crime victimization rates. In 2013, 
25.1 of 1,000 Black people experienced a violent crime versus 22.2 out of 1,000 
Whites and 24.8 out of 1,000 Hispanics (Truman and Langton 2014). Research by 
William Julius Wilson (1996) and Robert Sampson and Wilson (1995) revealed that 


